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forward as the official declarations of Secularism. Instead of answering my first speech in this debate he builds straw men to demolish. These are the puppets he pulls to amuse you ; there is not the slightest attempt to even examine the Secularism I put to you. He has not even troubled to show you that it was not a true representation of Secularism, He has not dealt with it at all. He only complains that we have no code, but docs not examine what we have. He introduces funny illustrations, which, if relevant, might make myself, or someone else ridiculous, but may be equally turned against himself. How, according to you, are the cannibals to act who are hungry, with a tender missionary amongst them? (Muchlaughter.) How,according to you, are they to determine whether it be Tightness or not to eat that missionary ; and, according to you, what should determine the Tightness of the missionary in resisting or otherwise ? May he not have been provided as a special breakfast or dinner for these poor hungry cannibals by some ruler who created them and himself, who has sole charge of the morality of the world ? (Laughter.) We have got now nearly to the close of two-thirds of this debate, and at any rate there is one satisfaction so far, that my antagonist has treated me with the most perfect courtesy, and has treated you even generously so far as your expressions of dissent are concerned. He speaks here with a large majority hostile to the views he holds ; here apparently it is the smaller minority who sympathise with those views. Let me ask you, therefore, that on the closing night, when feelings are likely to get warmer, that you will aid us in preserving the same decorum; that whatever we may disagree about m our discussion of lightness and wrongncss, we shall, at any rate, preserve fair respect to each other's reasonings in the enunciation of opinion, feeling certain that patience on each side must tend more to the elucidation of the truth than mere flinging personal words, which terve no purpose but to make bitterness now and to perpetuate that bitterness. (Loud applause.)
A vote of thanks to .Mrs. llosant for presiding, proposed by Dr. MeCami, seconded by Mr. Brudluugh, and carried unanimously, closed the proceedings.